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Gray’s-Inn, March 29, 1754. 


O Rus! quando ego to afpiciam, quandoque licebit 
Nunc veterum libris, nunc Somno €8 inertibus Horis, 


Dacere folicite jucunda oblivia vite. 
Fon. 


LaTeELy met with a Fable in a French 
os ; Writer, which I thought, carried with it 
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7 Cafe among the livelielt Genius’s of that 

fe Country, beyond the juft Limits pre- 
Ngee fcribed by the Matter contained in it, 
it was houcter conducted with fuch a Prettinefs of Fancy and 
Expreffion, that I was very much entertained with the Perufal 
of it. Poetry (fays my Author) is the Son of the God of Eafe 
and the Goddels Meditation. He bears in his Appearance fuch 
a ftrong Refemblance to thefe his Parents, that it is impoffible, 
to miftake the Marks of his Legitimacy, and therefore, when- 


ever thefe Proofs of his Birth are deficient, we may with Rea- 
fon conclude him to be of a fpurious Breed. 


From his Father he derives his apparent Indolence, his Sere- 
nity, his graceful Elocution, and his unlaboured Turn of 
Thought, 
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Thought, tegether with his elegant Felicity in all his Compo- 
fitions; a Difregard for Riches and the fplendid Enjoyments 
of Life. A remarkable Defire of Complacence, an entire Re- 
fignation to all human Occurrences, and a total Abfence of all 
worldly Ambition, fave what is infpired by Virtue and ho- 
neft Fame, are his diftinguifhing Charaéteriftics. From his 

Motker he poffefles his Modefty, which makes him not very 
fond of obtruding himfelf into Company ; his penfive Air, 
which inclines him to be always enforcing fome Precept of Mo- 
rality or fome Topic which may be fubfervient to the Ufe or En- 
joyment of Life; his Love of Solitude, which induces him to fhun 
Crowds and great Cities, and leads him into rural Scenes, where 
he may give free Scope to his Imagination, undifturbed by the 
Cares and Anxieties of Life. The fame Difpofition in his Tem- 
per renders him not very fond of being known by the Bulk of 
Mankind, that he may prevent the Inconveniencies attendant on 
him when his Affairs require that he fhould make his Appea- 
rance in Public. If he puts any Thing abroad into the World, 
and thinks proper to publifh the Refult of his contemplative 

‘Moments, he does not like to be pointed at by the Multitude, 
but chufes to receive the Tribute of Applaufe, obtained by his 
Writings, without being liable to the Sarcafms, the Taunts, and 
malevolent Jefts, which are always the fure Concomitants of 
Praife, and which are generally a very great Difcount upon his 
Happinets. : 

From thefe Motives he is enamoured of Retirement, and he 
is further confirmed in his fequeftred State by a Confider.tion, 
that the more he keeps himfelt at a Diftance trom the Peft of 
Mankind, the more Beauties they are willing to d icry in his 
Preductions ; in like Manner asthe Hills and the remote Parts 
of a Profpect prefent a more vivid green to the bye, than when 
our Advances to them have brought the Scene more clofe ‘to 
our Infpection, aud the Heath, ashe craggy Rock, and ploughed 
Land are familiarifed to the naked Fye. 

Turs is the Subftance of the Fable; the Meanine that it in- 
culcates is certainly very juft and obvious. ‘Uhe beft Writers in 
all Ages have fubicribed to it, and the mo applauded of the 

-antient Poets are conftantly offering warm Pictures of rural Ima- 
gery to our Imaginations; they teem to be ftifled with Duft 
and Smoke, when they are expatiating with Rapture upon the 
Pleafures of a Country Life, which they look upon to be the 
Nurfe of Thought, and the only Sphere in which th ir Studies 
can be profecuted with any Degree of Happinefs and Succefs. 
The fame Obfervation will hold good with Regard to all Kinds 
of Writing, unlefs it be thoie excellent Produétions of the Prefs 
which make their Appearance under the various Shapes of New- 
gate Memoirs, News-papers, and political Pamphlets. In Works, 
that call for a long Train of Reafoning, fubtile Difquifitions, and 
unwearied Application, undoubtedly the proper Place to accom- 
plith them, is in thofe Regions, where Riot and Debauchery 
are Strangers, where Gaming, Drinking, and idle Amufements 
of all Sorts are unknown, and where above all Health and Cheer- 
tulnefs add new Luftre to the Face of Things, It may perhaps 
ieem a Paradox, if I fhould affert, that, among all the Gentle- 

-men of the Quill, there is not one, to whom Solitude and Eafe 
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are fo neceffary as the periodical Writer ; but though his Com- 
pofitions are generally compriz’d in a narrow Compats, and tho’ 
he does not, for the moft Part, pretend to fearch every Subject 
to the Bottom; though it is not expected of him to lay before 
the Reader deep, philofophical Speculations, abftracted Reafo- 
nings, and new Syftems of Morality and Religion’; yet, in my 
Apprehenfion, it will be found, upon an attentive Survey of his 
Situation, that it is particularly incumbent on the Adventurer in 
this Way, to withdraw himfelf from the Buftle of Mankind, and 
to appear, as feldom as poffible, in little Circles at Coffee-houfes, 
convivial Clubs at Taverns, and the long Train of public Pla- 
ces, which ferve no other Purpofe in this Metropolis than mere- 
ly to kill Time, as the Phrafe is, and to hurry a Perfon into a 
Courfe of Vanity and Diffipation. 

THERE is a Paffage in Mr. Pope, which I have ever perufed 
with Admiration, becaufe it fhews him to have been a Man 
of the moft prudent Underftanding, as well as the moft finifhed 
Poet ; Two Adjunéts which are feldom found to coexiit. 


I ne'er with Wits, and lVitlings pafs’d my Days, 
To fpread about the Itch of vulgar Praise. 

Nor, like a Puppy, daggld thro’ the Town, 

To fetch and carry Sing-fong up and down. 

Nor at Rehearfals mouth’d, and fweat, and crv a, 
With Handkerchief and Orange at my Side. 

I afkt no Homage from the Race that write, 

But kept, like Eaftern Monarchs, from their Sight ; 
Ard fick of Fops and Poetry, and Prate, 

To Bufo left the whole Caftalian State. 


Perhaps too great a Tinéture of Pride runs through thefe Lines, 
for any one elfe to make Application of them to himfelf. Pope 
had Talents fuperior to almoft all Mankind, but if a more 
humble Writer cannot withdraw himielf from our prefent Town- 
Smarts and Critics, like an Eaftern Monarch, he may at leaft 
accomplifh it, like Fuvenal’s Friend in his third Satire, who re- 
tired from Rome, to avoid it’s Plagues and Inconveniencies, and 
enjoy his Soul in Quiet in the Country. Atque unui Civem donare 
Sibylle. 

Ir is poffible, my Readers may think thefe Tenets incon- 
fiftent with the Character of Ranger, but airy and gay as 
Ranger may appear, he is now perfectly averfe from the wild 
Sallies of his Name-fake in the Play: He would not chute to 
{tagger home from a Box and Dice in the Morning, nor to get 
through a Window into an honeft Gentleman’s Houte at Night, 
He cannot run after every White Apron he fees, nor keep Com- 
pany with a Set of Fellows whom he defpifes. And yet there 
are Diffipations to which a Refident in Town is for ever liable; 
add to thefe, the Danger attendant on a Writer’s making him- 
felf known in too many Quarters of the Town. Prejudices are ever 
apt to arife againftan Author, who does not take care to conceal! 
himfeif. The Tranfition is fo quick from the Periormance to 
the Perfon who produced it, that from the Moment a Man be- 
gins topublifh, heis enlifted into a State of Warfare with almoft 
all the Critics and Malevoli of the Age. Some 
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Some Readers have no Criterion, by which to judge a Pro- 
duction, except the Rules of Phifiognomy, and, according to 
the Information derived from this Source, they pronounce Sen- 
tence upon Wit. ‘* Lord! I have feen Ranger ; —he looks like 
‘¢ other People; —I have heard him fpeak too, and itis nothing 
‘* but common Converfation -- He does not feem to have a 
‘** thoughtful Look :— How can he pretend to give his Judgment 


** upon Writers and Actors ?” — Others there are, who take a 


different Road, and direct their Opinions by the Succefs of their 
Enquiries, and when, like Scrub, in the Play, they have got a 
whole Packet full of News, they decide as fagacioufly as that no- 
table Perfonage of the Drama. Thefe People are for looking 
into the Parifh-Books, to know how old an Author is, and they 
are never willing to allow him the leait Degree of Strength be- 
yond his Years. ‘¢ A grey Head upon young Shoulders, neigh- 
<< hour Wiljon, is not to be expected — You can’t look for any 
*¢ Thing folid at this Time of Life.” At this, the difcerning 
Critic revolves into hi rfelf, and is inftantly wrapped in the Gloom 
of his own Dulneis, which is moft affuredly ot a very comforta- 
ble Solidity. “It is, by the Way, fomewhat ftrange, that this ex- 
perienced Clafs will not allow a Man to be fit to entertain them, 
until his Imagination begins to flag, his Invention to clote, like 
Flowers at the Setting of the Sun, his Memory to decay, and 
his Wit, if he have any Share of it, to become flow and tardy. 
This, however, is what is defired by the Man who would jock an 
Author in the Teeth to know his Age, and from thence make 
an Eftimate of his Merit. Qui redit ad Faftos, et Virtutem ejiimat 
Annts. 

A third Set of People make it their Bufinefs to pry into a Wri- 
ter’s Connections, and thoroughly inform themfelves of his At- 
tachments, his Friendfhips, and his Refentments. According as 


-thefe coincide with theirown Way of Thinking, they blame or 


approve, ‘* There, fays one, Kaxger is right — O, D—zx the 
<* Fellow! was ever {uch a Pofition as this ? — He has not com- 
‘© mon Senfe —O my dear Ranger, that wont pals upon us —We 
‘«s know you’re prejudiced in this Affair — and there again; -- you 
*€ praife this Man becaufe you are intimate with him — Did | 
‘© not fee you walk Arm in Arm with him the other Night at 
Macklin sCoftee-houte ? — kot him! I would not take his O- 
‘¢ pinion of an E.gg-Shell. ”’ 

In this Manner is the Perfon judged, who attempts to run 
the dangerous Career of Wit and Genius, as Boz/eau expreiles it, 
Du Bel Efprit la carriere Epineufe; and upon the whole, I think, 
it may be Jaid down as a Maxim, that no periodical Writer 
fhould ever refide in this Metropolis, that he may effectually e- 
vade the Cenfures of Prejudice, the Blatts of Detraction, the En- 
vy of rival Wit, and the feveral Avocations of a Town Life. It 
may be added, that it is abfolutely neceffary that an Author 
fhould never fuffer himfelf to be known, on Account of the 
Antipathy which will arife to his Perfon. Patroclus conquered 
for along Time in the Armour of sdchilles,; but had he let the 
Secret efcape abroad, with double his Strength and Valour, he 
would not have been able to atchieve. any Thing remarkable 
again{t the Trojans, who would have inftantly conceived.an ut- 
ter Contempt of him, whom they dreaded in a feigned Appea- 
rance. y 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my Regifter Office, 30th March, 1754. 
HAVING obferved, with no fmall degree of Compaflion, the 


Strainings, the Contortions, and the violent Throes, to which mott 
modern Authors are reduced, by the Forms of Addre!s, which the T'y- 
rant Cuftom has impofed upon them; and having further taken Notice 
that the Drift of moft of their Compofitions in this way have, in the 
ma the fame Tendency, without ever remembering that their w- 
eelirg Mafter, as Mr. Pope exprefles it, the more he 1s tickled, gripes 
bis Fif the fajler, I have devifed a new Method of Application, which 
will fave them a World of Pains, and efface the common Imputation 
of Servility and mean Submiffion fixed upon them by the greater Part 
of their Readers. For this Purpofe, [ would recommend to them the 
following Stile and Manner, upon all Occafions, and he, who firft 
conforms to it, will have the Pleafure of producing a Piece, in its 


way, perfectly Original, which is certainly an effential Quality in all 
Works of human Wit. 


Dedication, to any Great Man whatever. 
My Lord, 


or 
Sir, 


Pay to the Bearer Twenty Guineas, and place the fame to the Account 
of, 
My Lord, 
or 
Sir, Your moft devoted humble Servant. 


The AuTHOR. 
Ccurt of Cenforial Enquiry, 27th March. 

This Day came on a Hearing, in a Caufe, wherein William Gay- 
lefs, Efg; was Plaintiff, and Euizabeth his Wife, Defendant, upon a 
Motion made by the Council of the faid Plaintiff, praying this honou- 
rable Court to bring to condign Punifhment the faid Elizabeth Gaylefi, for 
unreafonably flighting her Hufband, and giving all her Attention to 
Gaming, to the great Detriment of her Family, and to the total Ex- 
tirpation of all domeftic Peace and Happinefs, Sc. A Jury being Im- 
pannelled, Councellor Reafonable urged in a long Harangue, that it is 
an abfoluce Apoftacy from all that is elegant in the fair Sex, to yield 
to the Impulfe of the unruly Paflions incidental to Gaming ;_ that 
fuch a Courfe of Life extinguifhes every delicate and tender iodieg, 
banifhes that Train of Ideas, which fhould reign in the female Mind, 
yufics the Temper, diffurbs the ferenity of their Diipofition, puts to 
‘light the Loves and Graces, which would otherwile hover round them, 
and furrounds them with a Band of Harpies, who deface the pleafing 
Tincture of the Skin, furrow the Face with indcl.ble Treces of Eafe and 
Anxiety, difturb their Repofe, fhake the Curtains of the nuptial Bed 
with inceflant ding, deftroy their tender little ones, and drive the Fair 
at length to fuch an Extreme of Madnefs, that they make nothing of 
Staking an Hiufband upon a Rubber, Betting a blooming Daughter upon 
a Die, or Bragging an Eftate upon one Hand, not to mention that 
their /cvely Perjons are by thefe Means rendered liable to an amorous 
Arreft upon an Habcas Corpus, trom the Court of Venus. 

After this, Bet/y Tattle was examined, who depoled that fhe has 
been Waiting-Maid to the Prifoner at the Bar for feveral Years pafled, 
and that her Miitrefs never went to Bed till Three in the Morning, 
frequently making it much later ; that for her Part, the believed as dow 
there is not fuch another Woman in the World, nothing ever run- 
ing in her Head but Cards, ana that fhe was as jure as any thing that 

s. Gayle/s thought the King of Glubs a much handfomer Man than her 
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Robert Luteftring, Sworn. 


] have had the Honour of ferving the Lady for three Years paft 
with Silks of all Sorts, but I know no more of the Colour of her 
Money, than of the rea/ Colour of her Face, and I have heard feveral 
‘T'radefmen make the fame Complaint. I have often applied to the La- 
dy’s Hufband, and was told, that he took care to fupply her fuffici- 
ently for all her reafonable Demands. 


The DEFENCE. 

The Prifoner called feveral Witnefles to prove that fhe always pre- 
ferved her Character, and that no Inftance of Infidelity to her Huf- 
band could be alledged againft her. She further aflerted, that Captain 
Horner had offered to forego a Debt of twe Thoufand Pounds in Con- 
fideration of certain Liberties which he propofed to take with her 
Perfon, and tho’ it 1s a Debt of Honour, that fhe peremptorily re- 
fufed Compliance. This the Prifoner enforced very ftrongly, .and upon 
this Argument refted her Caufe. 

ereupon the Bench fummed up the Evidence, and in the Charge 
to the Jury, it was urged, that it is not fufficient for a Woman to 
guard her Virtue, if fhe is infenfible to Shame in every other Point, 
agreeably to the Statute 6th Young. 
Some modern Ladies think one Crime ts all; 


Can Women then no Way but backward fall? 


Lord Tewzly’s Cafe was alfo cited, by which it appears, that it makes 
very little Difference, whether a Man be cuckolded by a {potted Ace, 
or a powdered Beau; after this the Jury withdrew, and in about ten 
Minutes brought in their Verdict, Guilty; upon which the Court order- 
ed her, during a clofe Confinement for the Space of Twelve Mouths, to 
read the Speciater, Tatler, and Guardian, with ferious Attention, anu then 
to give Security for her good Behaviour for three Years afterwards, Ad- 
journed. 
of Macklin’s Coffee-Houfe, 28th March. 

Yefterday Evening this Place was opened for the firft ‘ime. The Cof- 
fee-Room is magnificently prepared for the Reception of all the Cheice 
Spirits of the Age. Notice being given to the Company, that nothing 
under Silver would be taken, a Gentleman defired to know whether {ix 
penny-worth of Half-pence would be looked upon as a legal Tender, and 
the Queftion was anfwered in the Affirmative, to the Satisfaction of 
every one prefent, who all agreed that fo elegant an Undertaking de- 
ferved fuitable Encouragement. As this Scheme was not dammed the firit 
Night, but, onthe cont:ary, met with univerfal Applaufe, it is not doubted 
but it will run for many Seafons, the more efpecially, as it will be con- 
du&ted conformably to the mcft eflential Rule of the Drama, with a Pre- 
fe:vation of Character. The Reader fhall have ccnfiant Intelligence from this 
Quarter for the future. 

Covent-Garden, 29th March, 

Laft Night Mr. Fost performed his laft new Piece to a fplendid Au- 
dience, for the Benefit of Mifs BeHamy, and it is now faid, that a Motive 
of good Nature will induce him to appear (once more this Seafon) on 
Monday next, in order to ferve Mr. Ryan, at his Benefit, which, it is 
thought, willbe, on the Side of Mr. Fost, a genteel Manner of expiat- 
ing fome former Strokes of Pleafantry upon the Peculiarities of a vete- 
ran Ad€tor, who has on many Occations a very great Share of Merit. 

Drury-Lane, 30th March. 

On Tuefday next will be acted, for the Benefit of Mr. Ro/s, the laft 
new Tragedy, called Virginia. As this young Performer acquits himfelf 
in many Parts with a graceful Propriety, and as he makes a confpicuous 
Figure in this Play, it would be leflening his Merit, to fuppofe it neceflary 
to befpeak due Encouragement for him on the above Night. 











Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 


former Numbers, 








